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Abstract: More observations on the old Nepalese
Manuscripts of the Susrutasamhita

Kengo Harimoto

This is a followup to a previous report on the palm-leaf manuscripts of the
Susrutasamhita preserved in Nepal. There are three such manuscript; none of
them is complete. One of them is dated to 878 C.E and was inscribed to the
UNESCO Memory of the World Registry in 2013. T have so far pointed out
that the three manuscripts are witnesses to a version of the Susrutasamhita
hitherto unknown. That is, the manuscripts are closely related, transmitting
essentially the same text from the 9th century. I have also reported that they
provide insight into the development of the text. One of the possible outcomes
of studying these manuscripts is a recovery of more original states of the text,
compared to editions currently available. In the current paper, I will elaborate
on some of these topics.

This report consists of three parts. The first part will discuss some lin-
guistic features found in the text of those manuscripts. They may hint at the
provenance of the original composition.

The second part deals with further questions about the relationship be-
tween manuscripts. The discussion includes the examination of a complex
situation where a codex currently preserved as one in fact consists of folios
from different origins. This situation may tell us how the text known in Nepal
and another heavily modified version interacted.

The third part widens the focus and discusses the development of the
Susrutasamhita itself, not just in Nepal. We can glean some information
regarding how the text evolved from the Nepalese manuscripts. The discussion
will include the status of the Uttaratantra, widely considered to be a later
addition, in 9th century Nepal. If we compare the order of chapters in the
Uttaratantra with the list of contents at the beginning of the text, 1.3, a very
curious picture emerges.

In the end, I will discuss the possibility of an edition based on the Nepalese
manuscripts. Questions about its viability and significance will be raised. 1
will try to answer those questions.
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