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On Appaya Diksita’s Engagement with Vyasatirtha’s
Tarkatandavam

Jonathan Duquette’

Abstract

The 16™-century South Indian polymath Appaya Diksita is well-known for his harsh criticism of the
Dvaita Vedanta school. This article sheds light on his relationship to the other great luminary of 16"-
century South India—the Madhva Vyasatirtha. Appaya’s engagement with the Tarkatandavam,
Vyasatirtha’s celebrated treatise of epistemology and logic, is here discussed in relation to two rather
unstudied works of Appaya: the Upakramapardkrama and the Sivarkamanidipikd. This analysis will reveal a
deeper relation than usually attested between both Sanskrit intellectuals while raising questions about
Appaya Diksita’s literary practice.

' JSPS Postdoctoral Fellow, Kyoto University, Kyoto, Japan. E-mail: joduquette@gmail.com.
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