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Mandanamisra, a great philosopher in medieval India, discussed plurality (bheda) in great detail in
his Brahmasiddhi. Mandana’s standpoint in this work is that direct perception (pratyaksa) functions
as the positive definition (vidhi) and always precedes the exclusion (vyavaccheda) in our cognition.
Namely, every phase of perception procedes positively. We can say that Mandana’s logic, which is
essentially positive, is in clear contrast with the apoha theory in which the grasping of the object starts
with exclusion. In the second chapter of the Brahmasiddhi, the discussion on direct perception brings
his focus into the criticism of plurality, and he concludes that the nature of the entity cannot be the
plurality (bheda) or discrimination (vyavrtti) from the others, which we can see in the verses II 5-9 of
Kuppuswami Sastri’s edition (pp.47-56).

In brief, Mandana’s discussion procedes as follows: the nature of the entity is not plurality (v.5), the
dependence (apeksa) on others is manmade, and the distinction is not essential but relational (v.6),
the unitary entity has the capacity of accomplishing the complete multiplication or diversion on the
basis of altogether ten reasons (v.7), the unitary entity has the plurality in a limitted sense, which is
authorized by the passage of “Praise of the Universal Self” in the Rgveda (v.8), and the unitary nature
is the cause of the different effects (v.9).

These are closely related to the theory of error (vibhrama or viparyasa), which, according to Mandana,
happens all the time in perception and is the fundamental obstacle to which we are subject, and
nonetheless we can remove it and attain the truth through the process of analysis.

In this presentation, I do not focus on his doctrine of error, but shall illustrate how Mandana’s theory of
apprehension refutes the plurality as the nature of the entity and makes a connection with his concept

of error, examining the above mentioned verses of the Brahmasiddhi.
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