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In search for the text of the oldest

commentary on kavya-.
Problems involved in the preparation of the critical edition of
Prakasavarsa’s commentary on the Kiratarjuniya

Andrey Klebanov (Kyoto University)

In my talk I would like to introduce preliminary data essential for the prepa-
ration of a critical edition of the Laghutika, a commentary on the Kiratarjuniya
composed by someone Prakasavarsa. According to the hypothesis expressed by
the late Prof. Eugen Hultzsch in 1911 and repeated in subsequent scholarship,
the author of this text could have been identical with the teacher of the famous
Kashmiri commentator Vallabhadeva (fl. ca. 10™ century). Should this assump-
tion be proven true, the text of Laghutika could be declared the oldest commen-
tary on a work of kavya- available to us today.

However, the manuscript transmission of the Laghutika is marked with an
unusual degree of textual variation that considerably hampers the task of a crit-
ical editor. In my talk I would like to demonstrate the philological difficulty at
hand by introducing the individual transmissional lines of the Laghutika and by
discussing their general features. Subsequently, I would like to introduce differ-
ent attempts at evaluating the historical position of the individual lines based
on a wide range of collected data (internal and external to the text of the com-
mentary) and utilising a variety of analytical approaches (such as, above all, the
method of structural analysis of commentaries on kavya- that I have discussed
in my doctoral dissertation).

It must be noted in advance that many questions concerning the comparative
historical position of some transmissional lines of the Laghutika remain yet to
be answered.
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