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Association for the Study of the History of Indian Thought

Programme of the 30th Annual Conference

AKAMATSU, Akihiko President

The 30th annual conference of the Association is to be held as follows. We will
cordially invite you to the conference.

Date and Time: 23 Dec 2023 (Sat.), from 13:00

Board Meeting: 11:00 — 11:40 (Kyoto University, Faculty of Letters
Building, 2nd Floor, Seminar room 7)

Method: Face-to-face meeting/Online meeting by Zoom
(Those who wish to participate online are asked to pre-register.
For registration, please consult the follow-up email or our website.
The conference room and Zoom meeting are open from 12:30)

Venue: Kyoto University, Faculty of Letters Building, 2nd Floor, Lecture room 7

Programme

13:00 — 13:50 IZAWA Atsuko (Part-time lecturer, Chuo University/University of Tokyo)
“The final form of the highest (the fifth) layer of the Agnicayana”

[in Japanese]
13:50 — 14:40 Bill MAK (Fellow, Jao Tsung-I Petite Ecole, University of Hong Kong)

“Naksatrakarmaguna of the Gargiyajyotisa —The Oldest Extant Source
on the Indian Lore of Naksatras According to Vrddhagarga”

14:40 — 15:30 KIKUY A Ryuta (Associate Professor, Graduate School/ Faculty of Arts and
Letters, Koyasan University)

“Aspect and Structure of Tantric Commentaries in Later Indian Buddhism”
[in Japanese]

15:50 — 16:40 SAKAI Masamichi (Professor, Faculty of Letters, Kansai University)

“Ratnakarasanti’s Antarvyaptisamarthana Reconsidered” [in Japanese]

16:40 — 17:30 SHIDA Taisei (Associate Professor, University of Tsukuba)
“The Visual Representation and Perceptibility of Ether (akasa-): The Theory
of Localizing Objects in the Paradigm of Extramissive Visual Perception”
[in Japanese]

~~~~~ Break ~~~~~

Plenary Meeting 17:30 — 17:50 (Continued in the same room/Zoom meeting)
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Naksatrakarmaguna of the Gargiyajyotisa —
The Oldest Extant Source on the Indian Lore of Naksatras According to Vrddhagarga

Bill M. Mak

Jao Tsung-I Petite Ecole, University of Hong Kong
Needham Research Institute, Cambridge

The Gargiyajyotisa, dated generally to the first century CE, is a Sanskrit work of sixty-four
chapters thought to contain some of the oldest Indian astral materials extant. In the first chapter
titled Karmaguna, the astral lore pertaining to the four time divisions: tithi, naksatra, muhiirta,
and karana is described. An analysis and a comparison of the section on the tithi-s with the
extant Indic jyotisa materials preserved in the Chinese Buddhist canon, in texts such as the
Sardilakarnavadana/*Matangasitra (FEXSMAE /& BN —+ )\ 15£E) and Amogha-
vajra’s Xiuyao jing (T6WME#E), reveal a common core of astral materials that was once popular

in India before it was gradually supplanted by a new variety of astral science characterized by
planetary movement and horoscopy sometime during the middle of the first millennium. In this
paper, I will focus on the materials connected to the Indian lore of naksatra-s based on a new
edition of the section of Naksatrakarmaguna attributed to Vrddhagarga in the first chapter of
the Gargiyajyotisa. Among the salient features of these materials are the description of the
number of stars in each naksatra and the reference to their late-Vedic and pre-Hindu content
such as deities and rituals. Furthermore, the absence of Abhijit in this early twenty-seven
naksatra system may provide us further insight into the early evolution of the Indian astral
system and reasons that may account for the variation between the twenty-seven and the

twenty-eight naksatra systems.
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