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Association for the Study of the History of Indian Thought
Programme of the 31th Annual Conference

AKAMATSU, Akihiko President

The 31th annual conference of the Association is to be held as follows. We will
cordially invite you to the conference.

Date and Time: 11 Jan 2025 (Sat.), from 13:00

Board Meeting: 11:00 — 11:30 (Kyoto University, Faculty of Letters
Building, 2nd Floor, Seminar room 7)

Method: Face-to-face meeting/Online meeting by Zoom
(Those who wish to participate online are asked to pre-register.
For registration, please consult the follow-up email or our website.
The conference room and Zoom meeting are open from 12:30)

Venue: Kyoto University, Faculty of Letters Building, 2nd Floor, Lecture room 7
Programme

13:00 — 13:50 Efrain Villamor Herrero (Assistant Professor, Teikyo University)
“The Significance of War Allegories in the Pali Canon — The Appropriation

of the Indra Archetype and the Terms for Conquering the Warrior Context—"
[in English]

13:50 — 14:40 TSUBOTA Sayori (Research Fellow, Graduate School of Letters, Tohoku
University / JSPS PD Research Fellow)
“praty-ava-roh/ruh in the Veda: descending back from the heavenly world”
[in Japanese]

15:10 — 16:00 OKI Mi (Post-Doctoral Researcher, Graduate School of Letters, Kyoto
University)
“Combinations of Visnu’s Manifestations in Sanskrit Literature”
[in Japanese]

16:00 — 16:50 KAWAMURA Yuto (Associate Professor, Graduate School of Humanities
and Social Sciences, Hiroshima University)
“Grammatical Similes in Classical Sanskrit Poetry”
[in Japanese]
Plenary Meeting 17:00 — 17:30 (Continued in the same room/Zoom meeting)
Banquet 18:00 — 20:00 (Café Restaurant Camphora)

2% There will be a book exhibition and sale conducted by the Hozokan publisher

at Kyoto University, Faculty of Letters Building, 2nd Floor, Seminar room 6.
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The Significance of War Allegories in the Pali Canon

— The Appropriation of the Indra Archetype and the Terms for Con quering the Warrior Context —

Efrain Villamor Herrero

(Assistant Professor, Teikyo University)

Previous scholarship has approached the Buddhist perspective on war and peace in early Buddhism
(Hosoda, 2024; Schmithausen, 1999, 2014; Tada, 2023). These studies have provided insights into
Buddhist attitudes towards war and have mainly analyzed the historical context of allusions and terms
related to warfare at the time. It is not difficult to see that the Buddha's teachings do not encourage
fighting anyone other than oneself, and why the most widespread practice implicit in warfare, killing,
is rejected as a primary ethical rule among Buddhists (Schmithausen, 1999: 45). We know that a
significant number of followers from the warrior 'caste' converted to Buddhism and that they became
its largest exponential followers early on (Norman, 1995: 110). The Buddha seems to have persuaded
Brahmins by referring to their religious context (Gombrich, 2018; Shults, 2014). However, the details
of whether warriors were persuaded by argument and why they converted to Buddhism are not well
documented. Therefore, this study analyses the numerous metaphors in the Canon that refer to a war
context, which have not received the same interest from previous scholars. In the Canon, those who
have achieved liberation are regarded with various titles that refer to them as the aspiring figure of a
conquering warrior (vira vijitasangama DN 14.12; MN 26.1; SN 6.1, SN 11.17). In addition, there are
passages referring to the Buddha as the iconic saint (muni) and hero (vira) (SN 578), the great hero
(mahavira) of great wisdom (mahaparniia), fearless of any kind of fear or hatred (sabbaverabhayatita)
(SN 4.23); and ascetic practitioners metaphorically defined as warriors (yodhajivo AN 3.133, AN
4.181). The Buddha's encouragement to his followers to be heroes (sira vijitasangamda) (Tha 228),
who rise to win the spiritual 'battle' (utthehi vira vijitasangama) (DN 14.12, MN 26.1, 85.1, SN 6.1,
11.17), and to overcome the most difficult one (sarigamam jeti dujjayarm SN 7.3; Tha 442), represents
the use of references to the war context (yuddha/sangama), for ascetic purposes. Thus, the present
study focuses on the relationship between war allegories and references to warfare in the Nikayas,
considering their implications for the conquest of the warrior archetype of Indra and the integration of

warrior ideals into Buddhist concerns.
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