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Association for the Study of the History of Indian Thought

The 32th annual

Programme of the 32th Annual Conference
AKAMATSU Akihiko, President

conference of the Association is to be held as follows. We will

cordially invite you to the conference.

Date and Time:

Method:

Venue:
13:00 — 13:50
13:50 — 14:40
15:10 — 16:00

10 Jan 2026 (Sat.), from 13:00

Board Meeting: 11:00 — 11:30 (Kyoto University, Faculty of Letters
Building, 2nd Floor, Seminar room 3)

Face-to-face meeting/Online meeting by Zoom
(Those who wish to participate online are asked to pre-register.
For registration, please consult the follow-up email or our website.
The conference room and Zoom meeting are open from 12:30)

Kyoto University, Faculty of Letters Building, 2nd Floor, Lecture room 7
Programme

SUDO Ryushin (Assistant Professor, Waseda Institute for Advanced Study,

Waseda University)
“Vidyanandin’s Place in the History of Jaina Argumentation Theory”
[in Japanese]

ISHII Yutaka (Part-time lecturer, Takushoku University)
“Prattharenduraja’s Critique of the Dhvani Theory”
[in Japanese]

AMANO Kyoko (Associate Professor, Graduate School of Letters, Kyoto
University)

“Lists of Offenses in the Dharma Sttras and Lists of Human Sacrifice Vic-
tims in the Brahmanas: A Study Based on ‘the Transference of Sin’ in Mai-
trayani Sarnhita 4.1.9.”

[in Japanese]

16:00 — 16:50 HARIMOTO Kengo (Research associate, University of Naples “L’Orientale™)

Sebastian NEHRDICH (Distinguished Assistant Professor, Tohoku Univer-
sity)

“Al and Indological/Buddhological researches: Dharmamitra/Dharmanexus
and its Application”

[in English]

Plenary Meeting 17:00 — 17:30 (Continued in the same room/Zoom meeting)

Banquet

18:00 — 20:00 (Multipurpose space BUNCOMO)
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Al and Indological/Buddhological researches:

Dharmamitra/Dharmanexus and its Application

Kengo Harimoto (Research associate, University of Naples “L’Orientale”)

Sebastian Nehrdich (Distinguished Assistant Professor, Tohoku University)

Recent advances in Al are transforming many areas of scholarship, and the field of Indology is
no exception. In this talk we introduce Dharmamitra, an Al-assisted research environment that
provides advanced tools for philological work across the Classical Asian languages: Pali,
Sanskrit, Tibetan, and Chinese. Through components such as MITRA Search, Deep Research,
and the DharmaNexus textual database, Dharmamitra supports incomparable large-scale

discovery of parallel passages and intertextual relationships across linguistic boundaries.

In the first half of the presentation, we briefly outline what Dharmamitra is, what kinds of data
and models it relies on, and how its core tools work together from a technical and user’s

perspective.

In the second half, we present a concrete case study illustrating its potential for manuscript
research. Our example concerns two folios of Buddhist palm-leaf manuscripts belonging to the
oldest layer of the Nepalese manuscript collection. The two folios belong to a group of about a
dozen unique specimens written in what may be termed Gilgit-Bamiyan Type I script. They
were first reported in 1900, and the two remained unidentified, while the rest were

successfully identified and studied.

Using Dharmamitra/DharmaNexus to search across Sanskrit, Tibetan, and Chinese materials,
we were able to identify highly plausible textual matches for both fragments. One closely
corresponds to part of the text translated into Chinese as T 1335 K& ZWKE, while the other
aligns with a section of the Tibetan translation of the Aksobhyatathagatavyiiha* (Tohoku 50),
corresponding to Chinese translations of T 310 KEFALHE, book 6 RENANZKEr, and T 313 i
X 6 [ %€ . This case demonstrates how Al-assisted tools can significantly accelerate and

sharpen philological work on difficult and fragmentary sources.
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